WATER  UNDER  THE  BRIDGES
foreign Ministers of the so-called "Little Entente" Powers which met
annually and co-ordinated their policy. Of the three, I used to think
that Marinkovitch, though less vocal than the two others, had more
foresight and judgment than any of them. He suffered from ill-health,
and indeed died during my residence in Belgrade, hut I always
regarded it as a great misfortune for Yugoslavia when he was quite
unnecessarily retired in 1933 and replaced by M. Jevtitch, who till
then had been Minister of the Court.
The Little Entente, though a separate alliance, formed part of the
French system for containing Germany; but its main preoccupation
was lest there should be any resurgence of the old Austrian Empire.
Thus a serious attempt to reinstate a Hapsburg Emperor would have
constituted a casus lelli for the Little Entente as against Austria. On
the other hand, as Marinkovitch used often to emphasize to me, the
Little Entente did not regard the Anschluss (however unwelcome) as
a matter with which it was particularly concerned, but rather a question
with which the Great Powers must deal. Marinkovitch's second in
command at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs was M. Fotitch, the
present Yugoslav representative in Washington, of whose capacity and
intelligence I had a very high opinion.
In the New Year's Honours List of 1932 my name appeared as a
recipient of a Knight Commandership of the Order of St. Michael and
St. George (K.C.M.G.). Had I earned it only one year earlier it
would have made a great difference to me, as my mother would then
have been still alive. But she had died in 1931 in her eightieth year,
and within six months my sister-in-law had obtained authority from
the Court in Chancery to sell Sedgwick, which belonged to my
nephew, who was then only twelve years old. I thus had lost, at one
fell blow, not only my mother but my home. Both were irreplaceable
for me, and it was the first really great tragedy in my life, as when
my father died I had been too young to appreciate what it was
going to mean. "When I first learnt from the Secretary of State
that the King had been graciously pleased to confer this honour
upon me, my immediate thought was, "If only my mother had
been alive!"
Partly through my own fault, but largely as the result of circum-
stances, I had never been a very orthodox diplomat. I had never
attended a levee in my life, despite the fact that when I entered the
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